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Force protection takes many forms. From left: (1) In the immediate aftermath of the Sept. 11 attacks, German Polizei helped secure U.S. military installations.
(2) A Navy SeaBee welds structural steel at the NATO School in Oberammergau. (3) Health maintenance is essential to the effort. (4) A German Bundeswehr
troop inspects avehicle entering Garmisch’s Sheridan Kaserne. (5) A military working dog trains to augment security on area installations.

Fromv THE EDITOR

Force protection takes many forms

Constant vigilance, community involvement
crucial to threat deterrent effort

IN THIS EDITION
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= World War ll-era security reminders
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m Loose lips can still sink ships

By Hugh C.McBride

ne moment in
the life of the
6th Area Support

Group:

m On Garmisch’sArtillery
Kaserne, aGerman contractor
works on a fence around the
Breitenau Housing Area.

m In the Panzer Fitness
Center, a Marine pushes
through the final repetitions
of aworkout.

mOnPatch Barracks, amili-
tary spouse takes the family
dog out for alap or two around
theinstallation.

m In an office on Kelley
Barracks, acivilian employee
rolls her eyes and deletes an
e-mail from her brother-in-law
entitled “Bill Gates wants to
giveyouMILLIONSSS$!”

m And somewhere be-
tween Patch and Robinson
Barracks, a shuttle bus driver
makes aright-hand turn.

The common thread that
unites each of these disparate
incidents? Force protection.

Onceupon atimeinthe American military, force protec-
tion policy could be rather neatly encapsulated in the rhym-
ing rejoinder emblazoned upon the World Wer 11-eraimage
that accompaniesthisarticle.

At atime when the enemy was “over there” —and the
distinction between friend and foe was a much clearer
one — operational security for most Americans could be
expressed in that time-honored exclamation of librarians
far and wide: “sshhh!”

More than 50 years and one long Cold War later, the
threat has become much moreinsidious and the responsihil-
ity of al community membersto makeforce protection apart
of their everyday livesis even more essential.

This special edition of The Citizen was designed with
two purposes in mind: a practical one (to provide a“one-

Posters such as this and the ones on page 1
exhorted U.S. citizens to uphold operational
security during World War Il.

The threat is

insidious, and

making force
protection a part
of our everyday
lives is essential.

stop shopping” handbook of
tips, suggestions and areas of
awareness for all community
members) and a philosophical
one (to emphasize not only the
degree to which force protec-
tion concerns permeate our
daily lives but aso the neces-
gty of every individua to ac-
tively participateinthe effort).

For those who still insist
that force protectionishbest | eft
to themen and womenwiththe
weapons at our installation
gates, | ask: Do you ever en-
gage in any of the following
activities?

m Log onto a government
computer?

m Shop, eat or just sight-
see “on the economy?”

m Pay abill with acheck or credit card?

m Drive to work — or take the bus?

m Walk on amilitary installation?

These arejust afew of the myriad everyday activitiesin
which force protection plays — or should play —arole.

From taking alternate routesfor regular travel, tofamiliar-
izing ourselves with the policies that govern use of govern-
ment computers, to being on the alert for anything “out of
the ordinary” in our neighborhoods, we need to incorporate
force protection into our lives both at home (wherever our
homes may be) and when traveling.

The pages that follow offer a glimpse into the state of
force protectionin the 6th ASG —what is being doneto keep
our installations and those who live and work on them safe,
and what needs to be done to maintain this security.
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